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SECTION A: LANGUAGE                 15 MARKS 

 

A. Complete the passage using the most suitable word.                                    5 marks [   ] 

 

 The rain had just stopped. I went (1)____________ into the garden. Then I heard a 

soft mewing. I saw a little white kitten. It was so thin that its bones were showing. It was wet 

and shivering. I brought it (2)____________ the house and dried it.  

 My brother came (3) ___________. "Do you know who this kitten belongs 

(4)___________?" I asked him. My brother said he had seen some kittens in the long grass 

(5)__________ our house. The mother cat was just a stray. He told me to give the kitten some 

fish. There was no more fish, so I took some rice and gave it to the kitten but it would not eat 

the rice. 

 "I wonder if it's old enough to eat rice. It may still be feeding (6)___________ its 

mother's milk," said my brother. I warmed (7) ___________ some milk and gave it to the 

kitten but it would not drink the milk.  "  I wonder if I should give it back to its mother," I 

said. "Yes, you'd better do that," said my brother. 

 My brother and I carried the kitten out of the house. We 

heard loud mewing. It was the mother cat. I put 

(8)____________ the kitten. It mewed loudly but stayed still. 

The mother cat ran quickly to the little kitten. It started licking 

the kitten all (9)_____________. The kitten kept mewing loudly. 

"Do you think it's telling its mother (10)_________________ 

me ?" I asked my brother. 
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B. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense.  The first one (0) has been done for 

you.                                                                                                       5 marks [   ] 

 

Sara:  

Mandy:  

 

 

Sara: 

Mandy:  

 

 

 

Sara: 

Hi! (0) Do you live (you/live)  in London? 

No, I (1) ____________ (be) here on holiday. I (2) ______________________  

(stay) with my sister for the summer. She and her husband (3) _____________ 

(live) near the university. 

(4)___________________________(you/ stay) with them every summer?  

No, I usually (5)___________ (go) on holiday with my friend, Anna but she 

(6)____________________ (work) on a farm this summer. She 

(7)_______________________ (not have) a holiday this year. What about 

you? 

I (8) _____________________ (do) a drama course at the moment and I (9)  

_________________________ (live) in a student hostel. It’s great because the 

students (10)_________________ (come) from all over the world. 

 

C. Look at the information about these four major cities: London, Rome, New York 

and Tokyo.                                                                 5 marks [   ] 

 

City Built Population Area Temperature Rainfall 

London 43AD   6,750,000       1,580 sq km          4-18              610mm 

Rome 753BC   2,800,000        1,500 sq km         8-25              744mm 

New York 1609AD 7,100,000        956 sq km            0-30           1,123mm 

Tokyo 1456AD    11,800,000      1,250 sq km         3-26           1,563mm 

 

Now write five sentences using the information in the table. In every sentence, you have 

to compare these cities by using both the comparative and superlative form of the words 

in brackets (old, large, crowded, hot, wet,  small). The first one (0) has been done for 

you. 

 

0. Tokyo is smaller than London but New York is the smallest city. 

1. ________________________________________________________________________      

2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION B: READING COMPREHENSION                          20 MARKS 

Read the passage “Las Fallas” and then answer the following questions. 

 

1. State whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).           4 marks [   ] 

a. Traditionally, the Fallas festival celebrated the end of winter.  ______ 

b. The best sculptures are kept in the Official Fallas Museum.   ______ 

c. There is an official competition to choose the best sculpture.          ______                        

d. The Festival is important because it created jobs and brings in money.        ______ 

 

2. Choose the best answer to complete the sentences.                              2 marks [   ] 

a. The Fallas Fiesta is … 

i. a major tourist event.  

ii. a political event. 

iii. celebrated outside Spain too. 

 

b. The Fallas sculptures are … 

i. built during the week preceding the festival. 

ii. built during the year preceding the festival. 

iii. sold the day after the festival. 

 

3. From the first two paragraphs, find a word in the text that means:            2 marks [   ] 

a. something falls down   ___________________________ 

b. a growing industry            ___________________________ 

c. happening once a year    ___________________________ 

d. brings about                                   ___________________________ 

 

4. What do these numbers refer to in the text?                                              4 marks [   ]                    

a. two:     _________________________________________________________  

b. four:     _________________________________________________________ 

c. thirty:    _________________________________________________________ 

d. eighteen:  _________________________________________________________  

 

 

 



 

English Language – Form 1 Secondary – Level 7-8 – 2016  Page 4 of 8 

 

5. Is  Las Fallas a modern tradition in Spain?   Give a reason for your answer.      1 mark [   ]  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. In the past, how did the carpenters in Valencia used to celebrate the end of winter?                                                                                                     

           1 mark [   ] 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. According to one legend, Las Fallas started because a carpenter had a novel idea of how 

to celebrate the end of winter.  What was this idea?                                           2 marks [   ] 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What do the words in bold refer to in the passage?                                   2 marks [   ] 

a. this  (paragraph 2)   -        ___________________________________________________    

b. they (paragraph 3)  -         ___________________________________________________   

c. them (paragraph 3  -         ___________________________________________________   

d. their (paragraph 4)  -         ___________________________________________________ 

 

9. Complete the sentence.                                                                                  2 marks [   ] 

“One of the highlights of the festival is the _________________________of boys and girls 

in_________________________ .  They _________________________ through the city 

centre, bringing flowers for the _________________________ . 
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SECTION C: LITERATURE                 20 MARKS 

 

PART 1: POETRY – UNPREPARED TEXT 

Read the poem and answer all the questions that follow.                                10 marks [   ] 

Performance by Duncan Jones 

1 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

My heart was beating like a drum 

A herd of buffalo in my tum! 

My head was banging, clanging, whanging. 

 

Goose bumps like mole hills on my neck                                                    

Doubt like a pterodactyl’s peck.     

My toes were twitching, itching,  gritching.  

                                                                                                     

I had to walk out on that stage.                                                  

Like one against a dragon’s rage.  

A sea of eyes all waiting, watching, watching. 

 

Heart jumping like a kangaroo.                                                                            

Would I remember what to do? 

Then on… 

 

It’s as if I am                                                                                                  

A little flea. 

Staring right down 

And watching me. 

Then hearing cheering, cheering, cheering.    

                                      

My chest is puffing out with pride                                                      

As if I’ve swallowed up Strathclyde 

My head is grinning, spinning, zinging 

 

My mind is doing summersaults.                                                                                              

I am up as high as astronauts. 

My eyes are gleaming, streaming, dreaming.                                                                                      

 

1. The poem is about a boy who is nervous because                1 mark [   ] 

a. he has to play in a band. 

b. he is scared to go on stage. 

c. he is taking part in a sports competition.  

d. he has many things to study.  

 

2. In stanza 1, the poet says “my heart was beating like a drum”.  

a. This figure of speech is called a/an _____________________________.  

b. Which are the two things that are being compared?     

________________________                  _________________________ 

1 mark [   ] 

1 mark [   ]  
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3. In line 1, the poet says “ a herd of buffalo in my tum!”  

a. This figure of speech is called a ________________________.   1 mark [   ] 

 

b. What does the poet want to bring out with this comparison?   1 mark [   ] 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. In stanza 2, the poet was having second thoughts about his performance. Quote the line 

that shows this.          1 mark [   ] 

 

________________________________________________________________________                        

 

5. Does the boy manage to succeed on stage? Quote one word from stanza 5 which shows 

this.                        2 marks [   ] 

 

________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. Write down two pairs of rhyming words from the poem.                                  1 mark [   ] 

a.____________________________ _____________________________________ 

b.____________________________ _____________________________________ 

 

7. What is the rhyme scheme of the first three (3) lines.                              1 mark [   ] 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PART 2: PROSE – UNPREPARED TEXT 

Read the text below and answer all the questions that follow.                        10 marks [   ] 

It is impossible to say how the idea first entered my mind, but once it came, it 

haunted me day and night. I did not do it because I wanted something. I did not do it 

for passion. I liked the old man. He had never wronged me. He had never insulted me. 

I had no desire for his gold. I think it was his eye! Yes, it was this! One of his eyes 

looked like a vulture’s - a pale blue eye. Whenever it looked at me, my blood ran cold; 

and so slowly I made up my mind to take the old man’s life, and to rid myself of the 

eye forever. 

I was never kinder to the old man than during the whole week before I killed 

him. Every night I opened his door and stuck my head in his room very slowly, so as 

not to wake him up. I could see him lying on his bed. And I shined a ray of light on his 

face  -  cautiously , oh so cautiously - so I could see the vulture eye. And I did this for 

seven long nights, every night ,just at midnight, 

but I found his eye was always closed, so it was 

impossible to do my work, because it was not the 

old man who bothered me, but his evil eye. 

On the eighth night, I had my head in the 

door and was about to shine my light, when the 

old man jumped up in bed and cried, “Who’s 

there?” I kept still and said nothing. For a whole 

1 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 
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hour, I did not move, and he did not lie back down. He was still sitting up in the bed 

listening. Then I heard a small groan, and I knew he had gone back to sleep. I waited a 

long time, then  I shined the light on him. The ray of light fell on his vulture eye. It was 

open-wide open- and I grew angry as I looked at it. I could see the eye and nothing 

else. 

                          Adapted from The Tell- Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe 

20 

 

 

 

1. How many characters are there in the story? Who are they?                                1 mark [   ] 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does the narrator do in the passage?                             2 marks [   ]                    

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does the eye make the narrator feel?      1 mark [   ] 

a. _________________________________ b. __________________________________ 

 

4. Quote two phrases which describe the old man's eye.  These were:    1 mark [   ] 

a.  ________________________________________________________________________ 

b.  ________________________________________________________________________ 

5. From the text, find two ways of movement that the narrator uses in order to avoid waking 

up the old man from his sleep.                  2 marks [   ] 

a.  ________________________________________________________________________ 

b.________________________________________________________________________ 

6. In the passage, the author creates an atmosphere of (calmness, suspense, contentment, 

sadness).           1 mark [   ] 

 

7. ‘His eye looked like a vulture’s’ (lines 4-5) is an example of______________________ .                     

                      1 mark [   ]                      

8. Quote an example of a metaphor from the given text.                                        1 mark [   ] 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION D: COMPOSITION                25 MARKS 

 

Write between 150 and 200 words on ONE of the following.              

 

1. Write an email to your friend in England, describing a recent distastrous trip. 

 

2. You have made a very important discovery–one that will make you famous throughout 

the world. Write a short story in which you tell about your discovery and how you made 

it. 

 

3. You have just won a good amount of money at the national lottery and wish to buy a new 

house. Describe your dream house. 

 

Title No:  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 


